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many of the Ideas of his earlier dramas continue to live
on here, even if they live only to die the death of
contradiction, links It up with the past; but in other
ways it Is more closely related to the work of his last
period. That Ibsen is here at his full maturity no one
will question; but he also begins to grow old. When
The Wild Duck appeared, he was not so very far short
of sixty; and the surest sign of the growing years is
in the encroachment of symbolism and allegory.
Ibsen's readers had had their first unmistakable taste
of it in the persistent rain, followed by the rising sun,
in Ghosts; perhaps even earlier; but this was not yet
what we might call old-age symbolism. Whereas In
the allusive spiritual meanings of The Wild Duck—in
its very title—we see the coming of age; its abstract
symbolism is difficult to unravel. What does this
lame duck stand for, which, wounded by the hunter's
shot, dives to the bottom of the pond and bites itself
fast to the weeds there, until it is dragged back to life
by Hjalmafs dog—to live a pitiful life in the Ekdals*
garrett ? It is difficult to say, if it is not the joy of life
which slips from the grasp of all the people in the play.
Ibsen, too, is subject to that " law of change " of
which we shall hear later, which none—not even the
greatest of poets—escapes; the symbol takes the
place of the reality; the thinker gets the upper hand
over the poet or maker: " Alles wird Gleichnis".
However that may be, Ibsen was never again to give
us a picture so full of palpitating life as he did in his
Wild Duck.

